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President G. Mehta; Founder President C.N.R. Rao; Vice-presidents P.T. Manoharan, A.V. Rama
Rao, Harjit Singh, B.M. Deb; Vice-president/General Secretary S. Chandrasekaran, V. Krishnan;
Treasurer T. Ramasami; Jt. SecretariesJ. Igbal, E.D. Jemmis, U. Maitra, B.C. Ranu; Jt. Treasurer
A.G. Samuelson; Council Members Y.K. Agrawal, K.K. Baneriji, P.K. Bhattacharya, H.M. Chawla, A.C. Dash,

S.R. Gadre, A.N. Garg, J. Gopalakrishnan, M.S. Gopinathan, V.D. Gupta, R.V. Hosur, H.lla, T.S. Lobana, B.B.

Lohray, M.K. Mahanti, T. Mukherjee, D. Mukherjee, V. Nair, P. Natarajan, V.S. Parmar, S. Ranganathan, J.
Santhanalakshmi, T.K. Sarkar, N. Sathyamurthy, A.K. Singh, S.P. Singh, S. Sivaram, S.K. Srivastava, J.S. Yadav

Fromthe President’ s Desk @

Dear Colleagues:

| feel greatly privileged to have the opportunity to serve CRSI as its President and wish to thank you
all for reposing your confidence in me. In a short span, our Society has grown in an encouraging
manner with nearly five hundred life members and four well attended and stimulating annual symposia, thanks to
the vision of our founder President, Professor C.N.R. Rao and the efforts of the office bearers and members of the
Council. We need to build upon this solid foundation. | solicit your suggestions to enhance activities of CRSI and to
reach out to many more in our fraternity, particularly the young ones.

During the last National Symposium in Chemistry at Pune, a session was devoted to chemical education and this
was very well received. A similar event on chemical education is planned for the Fifth National Symposium in
Chennai and this activity should evolve into a regular feature of our annual meetings. Two named lectures, one in
honour of Prof C.N.R. Rao and the other in the memory of Dr. Darshan Ranganathan have been instituted by the
AV. Rama Rao Research Foundation and Prof S. Ranganathan, respectively, and these will be on the program at
Chennai. We are planning to establish local chapters of CRSI and hope to identify a day to be celebrated as the
National Chemistry Day.

Every year our Society recognizes individuals for their contributions to chemical research. This year too, several
scientists have been selected for the award of Medals of the Society and two senior scientists will be conferred the
Life Time Achievement Award. | wish them all further success and luck in their research endeavours.

I very much look forward to seeing you at the 5th National Symposium in Chemistry in Chennai in February, 2003.
In the meanwhile, | hope many new chemists will become life members of our Society so that we can become a
thousand strong fraternity. | will be looking forward to your support and new ideas.
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Minutes of the Annual General Body Meeting held in Pune

The CRSl Annual Genera Body Meeting was held on February & 2002, & 5.00 p.m. a the auditorium of Nationa
Chemica Laboratory, Pune. Around 250 members of the CRSl were present at this meeting. CN.R. Rapo, President, CRSl
informed the members of the sad demise of two distinguished members of CRS - T. R. Govindachari and Darshan
Ranganathan. The members observed aminute slence as amark of respect to the departed souls.

S. Chandrasekaran, Secretary of CRSI welcomed the gathering and presented the activity report of CRSI for the year
2001. He dso informed the members of the generd body meeting that was held on July 20", 2001 a 1., Bangdore where
the audited statement of accounts and the report of auditors for the year 20002001 were presented by the Joint-treasurer, S.
Ramakrishnan.

The members were informed that B.M. Deb, Panjab Universty Chandigarh, Convenor of the Third Nationa
Symposum in Chemistry has handed over a cheque for Rs. 1,58000 (savings from the Third Nationa Symposum in
Chemistry, Chandigarh) as donation to the corpus of CRSI. The members highly appreciated the efforts taken by Deb and his
Coalleaguesin organising an excdlent mesting in Chandigarh.

After the introductory remarks by the Secretary, the presentation of CRSI medals was taken up. The CRSl silver
medds were presented to S. Mitra, N. Sathyamurthy, E.D. Jemmis, JC. Ahluwdia, S. Sivaram, H. lla, S. Chandrasekaran,
PK. Bhatacharya, and K.J. Rao. The CRS bronze medds were presented to S. Ramakrishnan, T. K. Chakraborty, A.
Ajayaghosh, S. Sengupta, B. Viswanathan, P.K. Das, Murdi Sastry, D.K. Pdit, T. P. Radhakrishnan, V. Chandrasekhar, S.
Goswami, T.S. Lobana, P. Ramamurthy, B. Unni Nair and S. Trehan. A cetificate and cash award was presented to N.P.
Argadefor the Best Y oung researcher in Chemistry from Maharashtra

The CRSl Gold medas for Lifetime Achievement in Chemica Sciences to R.P. Ragtogi, Lucknow and M.V. George,
RRL, Trivandrum were presented &fter their lecture immediately following the general body meeting.

After the presentation of the medds, C.N.R. Rao, Presdent, CRSl discussed various measures to promote and enlarge
the activities of CRSl in the coming years. He reemphasized the point that the CRSl should substantidly increase the
membership in the next couple of years. The items discussed in the Council were taken up in the Generd Body. The President
then announced that the Honorary Fellowships of CRS for the year 2003 have been conferred on the following distinguished
Chemists from abroad - J. Jortner (Isred), JM. Lehn (France), H. Alper (Canada) and D.A. King (UK).

He mentioned that the 1% Darshan Ranganathan medal lecture will be arranged in the next CRSI meeting and the Fifth
National Symposum in Chemistry scheduled to be held a be Centrd Lesther Research Ingtitute, Chennal during February 7 -
9, 2003 under the convenorship of T. Ramasami, Director, Centrd Leather Research Inditute. The Presdent dso mentioned
about another medal lecture to be ingtituted by A.V. Rama Rao Research Foundation, Hyderabad.

The President informed the members about having locd chapters of CRSl in different parts of the country. The
modédlities of forming the local chapters will be worked out in due course. The President put forth the necessity of celebrating
one day in a year as a Nationd Chemistry Day. The loca chapters of CRSl as and when they are formed could initiate
appropriate programs for celebrating National Chemistry Day in their respective cities.

The President announced the names of members of the Council and new office bearers of CRS for the period 2002-
2004 as gpproved by the Council. The general body formaly approved the list of new Council memberg/office bearers.

The Preddent and the members thanked S. Sivaram, K.N. Ganesh and their collesgues a Nationd Chemicd
Laboratory, Pune for the excellent arrangements and organization of the symposum. C.N.R. Rao pointed out tha this will be
his last meeting as the Presdent of CRSl and that he will be handing over charge to Goverdhan Metta, Director, 11Sc who will
take over from March 1st 2002 as the Presdent. He thanked the Office bearers, Council members and the members of CRSI
for the cooperation extended to him.

V. Krishnan, Secretary, CRSl thanked Prof. Rao for successfully launching the CRS and for making it a vibrant
society to cater to the needs of the chemistry community in this country. He expressed the hope that Prof. Rao would continue
to be actively involved in the affairs of CRSI and provide his advice and support in the coming years.

The meeting then ended with avote of thanksto the Chair.
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Highlights of the 4" National Symposium in Chemistry

The 4th National Symposium in Chemistry was organized by the National Chemical Laboratory, Pune and the University of
Pune by the conveners S. Sivaram and K.N. Ganesh during 1-3 Feb 2002. With 620 registered participantsthisis perhapsthe
largest assembly of chemistsin recent years. The symposium started with the Presidential address of C.N.R. Rao, INCASR,
who dwelled on the difficultiesinvolved in raising on€'s research to the true frontiers. Often the critical measurement that

could tekeaproject to atotally new level of excdlenceisnot availablein the country so that avoidable collaboration is

brought in or the work never attains to the rare heights. There were nine sessons spread over three days. The first sesson
darted with asilver lining, in glass research thet is, and the shinethat K. J. Rao's silver medd lecture brought stayed through
out the symposium. S. Mitrafollowed it with the many model studies on Mo in Biology. Mo showed its versdtility again in the
disulfide chemistry of sugars, thioglycosides and double cyclodextrin hosts, in the lecture by S. Chandrasekharan. First three

of the Sx lecturesin the second session werein theoretical chemistry. Henry F. Schaefer |1 discussed the structure and
energetics of DNA base pairs studied using Density Functiond Theory. N. Sathyamurthy took the audience through a
historical survey of the development of Quant um Theory of Chemical Reections through the many examples from hiswork.
Themno rule and its applications to Boron, Borides and boranes was the theme of E. D. Jemmis presentation. J.C. Ahluwdia
demonstrated the power of DSC and theoretica studiesin urderstanding the structure and dynamics of proteins. V.
Chandrasekhar followed it with the role of stannoxanes and phosphonates in generating clusters of many hues. Tushar
Chakraborty took the audience to the world of biochemistry, with the many possibilities available through

the novel amide linked molecular entities. The rigors of afternoon gave way to an enjoyable gppreciation of the art and craft of
that great humanit of India, Satygjit Ray, presented by B.M. Deb. The second day's programs were organized at three
different venues. The third session of the symposium started in the morning at IUCCA, University of Pune with the Dynamics
of eectron transfer reactions by D.K. Palit. While P.K. Bhattacharya was fascinated by the complexes of ambidentate ligands,
H. llafound her fancy in using chameleons in organic synthesis. T.P. Radhakrishnan dwelled on the design of molecular
crystals and thin films for specific properties. The fourth session followed immediately with the lecture of Goswamy on C-N
bond formation mediated by metds. Lobana explained the synthesis of mono, di, and tri nuclear complexes while Das

followed it with the Dynamics of CH,l Cl dissociation. Chemistry of Al took anew shape in the hands of Roesky.

After aworking lunch the delegates moved to the Deccan Gymkhana, the Bagandharva RangaMandir, for the specid session
on Chemica Education (see picture on page 4). The theater was full with college students and teachers of chemistry.

Professors Gadre, Sen (Acting VC, Uni Pune), C.N.R. Rao, N.S. Narasmhan, P.T. Mancharan, D.V. Prabhu and M.V. Kelkar
spoke on various aspects of chemical education. Prof. Rao awarded the best teacher prizesto AnitaA. Wagle, P.G. Pol and
SushmaT. Joag. Back to NCL, and the 6" session started with the annual genera body meeting. Thiswas followed by two
lifetime achievement award (gold meddl) lecturesby M.V. George and R.P. Rastogi. George described the many voyages he
undertook in pursuit of research and teaching ending with his vibrant and active current results. Rastogi took the audience
through Non-equilibrium thermodynamics, Statistical mechanics, explosives research and dso chdlengesin higher education.



On Sunday morning, the micro symposium on Chemical Design of Molecular Materids started with atalk by S. Ramakrishnan
on the use of Raeigh scattering to probe the structure and
polymerization of novel surfactant assemblies. Thiswas followed
by Murdi Sastry’ s talk on the non-covaent assembly of
nanoparticleswith biomacromolecules. A. Ajayaghosh then showed
how squarine dyes could be tailor-made to design narrow band gap
polymers which absorb in the far IR. T. Pradeep explored
nanomaterials from molecular surfaces, while A. Chattopadhyay
showed his crestion of 2D cdor patternsin the submicron scale.
This sesson ended with R. Dhamodharan showing nano-polymer
brushes attached to surfaces. The eighth session started with a
discussion on P450-NO reductase and fatty acid peroxygenase by
P Y. Shiro. S. Svaram explained the synthesis and gpplications of
- . - = end-functionalized polymers. B. Viswanathan talked about the
potential of nanomateridsin direct methanal fuel cdls. S. Trehan probed some asymmetric reactions by experimental and
theoretical methods, whereas S. Sengupta showed novel molecular architectures based on the tetrgphenylmethane unit. In the
last sesson B. Unni Nair interacted trivaent chromium complexes with genetic materias, while P. Ramamurthy examined
photochemical behavior and reactions of bifunctiona axidinedione dyes with amines and onium sdts.

The large number (about 280) of attractively presented poster session was apecid atraction. The qudlity of the research work
was equaed by the enthusiasm of the presenter. There were severd prizesfor the best presentations. The judges had atough

time selecting the winners; the prizeswent to R. Boomishankar (11T Kanpur), S.J. George (RRL, Trivandrum), V. Kumar
(ARDE, Pune), D.S. Reddy (NCL, Pune) and K. Babu (Univ. of Pune).
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CRSI Medalists, 2003

The following are the recipients of CRS medds 2003 and will be giving lectures in the 5" NSC at
Chennai. Lifetime achievement award (Gold medal): U.R. Ghaak (Kolkata), SV. Kessar
(Chendigarh); Silver medal: B. Bagchi (Bangdore), SS. Krishnamurthy (Bangalore), T. Ramasami
(Chenna), JS. Yadav (Hyderabad); Bronze Medal: Pinaki Bandyopadhyay (Sliguri), PK. Bharadwg
(Kanpur), Aruna Dhathathreyan (Chennai), D. Dhavae (Pune), P. Ghosh (Bhavnagar), G.U. Kulkarni
(Bangdore), K.C. Kumaraswamy (Hyderabad), Omprakash (Kurukshetra), P. Pramanik (Kharagpur), D.
Ramaiah (Trivandrum), S. J. Reddy (Tirupat), H.B. Singh (Mumbai), R\V. Venkatesvaran (Kolkata).
A K. Cheetham (UC, Santa Barbara) will ddiver the first Prof. C.N.R. Rao Lecture (ingtituted by AV
Rama Rao Research Foundetion, Hyderabad) and K.N. Ganesh (NCL) will deliver the firs Darshan
Ranganathan Memoria Lecture in Chennai.

About 5" National Symposium in Chemistry

The next meeting of the CRSl and the fifth Nationd Symposum in Chemistry will be hed in Centrd
Lesther Research Inditute, Chennai, during February 7-9, 2003. The firg circular will soon be avalable
For further detdls please contact Dr. T. Ramasami, (Convener, 5" NSC), Director, Centra Leather
esearch Ingtitute, Chennai 600 020.

R
Announcement

The Chemica Research Society of India now hasits own web server at: http://crd.org.in.
Emal: crs@crs.org.in. PLEASE VISIT US!
N

ew Member ship

For membership gpplications please write to: Prof. S. Chandrasekaran, Department of Organic
Chemidry, Indian Inditute of Science, Bangadore 560 012, Td: 080-394-2404; Fax: 080-360-0529;
Email: crd @crd.org.in, The membership gpplication can dso be downloaded (pdf format) from the
website. Annual Membership fee Rs. 200, Life membership fee: Rs. 2000.

The Chemical Research Society of India has been granted with effect from 26/01/99 the status of Wholly
Charitable Trust (certified under section 12A(a) of the Income Tax Act of 1961).
a

2002: Designed and Edited by Uday Maitra, Published by the Chemical Research Society of India
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